
COMMITMENT IN CHICAGO
Winifred Rawlins, an English Friend, member of the Peace Committee of London Yearly

Meeting, has been visiting in the United States and working unofficially for the Peace Section

of the American Friends Service Committee, She has been very helpful to a number of Cali-

fornia meetings and so identified herself with the lives and interests of Friends in this community
that her recent trip to Chicago to attend the Conference on More Disciplined and Revolutionary

Pacifist Activity was made, in a real sense, as a representative from California as well as from
England.

Rather more than sixty days after the death of

Gandhi, two hundred people came together in one

of the great cities of the New World. Each one

of us had already made profession of the way of

non-violence. Many had known the discipline of

imprisonment or the weariness of civilian public

service. We knew that we had maintained a meas-

ure of integrity, and yet had remained ineffective,

brushed aside as a tolerated minority who babbled

of irrelevant things. We knew ourselves to be a

guilty part of the pagan, well-meaning, fear-ridden

stream that flowed outside the upper room where

we were gathered;—yet at the same time separate,

strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Were we expecting a Pentecost? Did we ex-

perience one, or hear the mighty wind? At first

there was a sense of bewilderment, even of non-

fulfillment. Had we after all come from the ends

of the continent only to experience another enjoy-

able conference? As the hours went by and we
wrestled together in the effort to translate glimpses

of ultimate reality into an agreed program for action

we were thankful that we had obeyed the inner

urge to come, and knew, like Peter, that it was
good for us to be there. Gradually our differences

v/ere seen to be the tension-points of growth, and
we experienced a new and releasing access to God’s
love flowing through us towards one another. In

some indefinable way we were being purged. We
entered in a measure into the experience of the

Magi journeying to find the Babe:

”... Were we led all that way for

Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen

birth and death.

But had thought they were different; this Birth

was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our

death.”

("Journey of the Magi”, Eliot)

We knew that we had been called together for

an act of commitment, involving the giving up of

false gods. Some of us there had already deserted

certain popular gods, material goods, material se-

curity, nationalism. But now we were faced with

others of a more subtle nature who still had a claim

on us—the desire for power over others, prestige.

the right to order our own lives without submission

to group discipline or to the discipline of the inner

voice.

Turning from ourselves, we were aware of human
beings in every part of the world, countless rank

upon rank, inarticulately lifting up empty hands,

spiritually and physically hungry, appalled at the

abyss gaping at their feet and yet still compelled

by some Power to look upward rather than down-
ward. We must reach out to them. We dare not

allow our own inadequacy to become an excuse for

indifference. There A a life-renewing power seek-

ing untiringly for channels to flow through. There

h a Community of God already in being on earth

in the realm of the Spirit, waiting for men to enter

in and accept the conditions of citizenship.

Yes, that is the crux of the matter—the price of

citizenship in the Kingdom of God. We thought

of our own people here in the United States to

whom we long to carry our message. Many will

reject the gospel of non-violence because they are

looking for something which will defend a mate-

rialistic civilization. Men will only accept pacifism

as they begin to build on new foundations, because

only the spiritual can be defended by spiritual

means.

So we came to see the pattern of our immediate

task. It is an old pattern, set in a new situation of

urgency. Urgent, that is, in the world of time.

Nothing less than to assist the emergence of a new
sensitiveness to moral and spiritual values and a

new quality of obedience to the laws of life. We
looked to see cell groups springing up all over

America in which the members would accept cor-

porate and personal disciplines because of their love

for God and for one another, taking economic

responsibility for each other. We spoke of a call

to young people to go out into homes and com-

munities, like the seventy followers of the Naz-
arene, taking with them the message of non-

violence. We saw an immediate response to this

call from forty of our own group. We envisaged

maturer people visiting with leaders of thought and
action in every field of the national life, facing with

them the issues of conflict or peace, urging that

this country contract out of the power-struggle. We
felt the compulsion to stem the militarism of our

(Continued on 6)
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THIS ISSUE
The issues for us have recently been much affected by

helping plan and carry out the conference of inter-com-

munity interest for California people which has just been
held at Modesto. Three cars full went north from the Los
Angeles’ area, fraught with no little concern for the big

issues which are racking the world at large, to consider

them in the light of our immediate, day-to-day problems
of community organization, vocational effectiveness and
family growth. In retrospect the importance of family life

seems to overshadow others for it is in this area that the

heterogeneous group found most community of thought

and action. Everywhere there was interest in the questions

of voting for Wallace, of A. Phillip Randolph’s program
for civil disobedience, for supporting a world organization

rather than a national one, and for developing a con-

sumers’ cooperative movement, but it was not comparable
to that interest for discovering a basic, sensitive, respon-

sible and creatively flexible security for the family.

And in visiting and talking with individuals this im-
pression has been heightened. The Tracy families as I

saw them with their new babies. Tommy Stevenson, Erica

Rush and Elizabeth Boyd, are the real reasons for the

Chicago conference, for the move to refuse to support the

military with our taxes, and for boarding a peace train

to influence our Congressmen. But (with a few excep-

tions) it is not these families, nor yours, nor mine, if

they have in them small children—it is not these families

who are any longer in the vanguard of these movements.
We have somehow relegated ourselves to a position of

watchful waiting: we have seen ourselves ridiculous too

many times to be easily led astray in search of fools’

gold: we have seen our family too often neglected and
frustrated as we have centered on a concern which had
no apparent or compelling effect in our own home.

It is more and more difficult to look further ahead

than a day at a time and it seems that too great attention

to the potentialities of suffering and destruction which
await us will lead from sanity. What more can we do
than to build well and lastingly within our family orbit

with the faith that thereby we ultimately influence the

world as though we sat in the great councils of the world ?

Yet, these past few days I have been going over and over

that passage in Matthew for the disciples which has been

traditionally printed and edited as a unit. It is a unit

in my thinking.

"Think not that I came to send peace on the earth:

I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I came to set

a man at variance against his father, and the daughter

against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her

mother-in-law: and a man’s foes shall be they of his own
household. He that loveth father or mother more than

me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daugh-

ter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that doth

not take his cross and follow after me, is not worthy of me.
He that findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth

his life for my sake, shall find it."

CONFERENCE AT MODESTO
The spring conference of the state-wide organization

of small communities was held April 23-25 at the Tuol-
umne Farm at Modesto, California. About 65 people
attended the sessions and this established some kind of
record in attendence for meetings with no prominent
national figure offered as attraction.

Leadership was given by Wendel Kramer, John Way
and Robert Boyd to the discussion of community, its

philosophy, its development in California and its spir-

itual basis. The full day on Saturday was spent by those
present telling of their own particular interests and
goals for community development. Every one in attend-

ance made some report and the high quality of those
reports indicated integrity of search. Out of these de-
veloped some common needs and interests. There was
indicated a need for increased intervisitation and more
adequate machinery to inform individuals about the peo-
ple and places that could be properly visited. The "Com-
munity Travelers’ Exchange’’ (Community Services, Inc.,

Yellow Springs, Ohio) was here referred to as having
already set up effective machinery which should be used
and not duplicated.

The conference again considered its need for a pub-
lication. The Friends Bulletin which has served the
purpose on a temporary basis for two years as an organ
of this group was recognized as inadequate to the more
broadly based program which is now developing. In the
interim period before achieving a publication devoted
entirely to community interests it was decided to approach
the publication of the Associated Cooperatives in Cali-
fornia, The Cooperator, with a request for space for news
in that paper. Appreciation was expressed to the Friends
Bulletin and much satisfaction at the report that there
was an increasing recognition by Friends of the organic
relationship between the interests of the Pacific Yearly
Meeting and those of the growing number of small com-
munities along the coast.

The question of the next meeting time for this group
was decided by naming the summer camp of the co-
operative societies of California, Camp Sierra, which meets
July 10-17, as the place for the next conference. Many
attendees indicated keen interest in the program of this

family camp and their intention of participating in that
program.
The week-end at Modesto was much enhanced by the

worship service Sunday morning led by Ruth Kramer and
four girls, who led the group in a meditation-pilgrimage
which ended along the bank of the Tuolumne River.
Here the group’s thoughts centered on the universe as
passages of scripture called to mind man’s relation to
nature. Dick Kramer and Wendel Kramer led and planned
the evening of recreation on Saturday evening. The cost

of meals was tremendously reduced by cooperative plan-
ning and financing and their enjoyment enhanced through
the skill and direction given by Evelyn Burcham. George
Burcham was absent from the conference because he had
been persuaded at the last moment to join the train load

of ministers and laymen who formed the Peace Train to

Washington. Local F.O.R. members financed the expenses
of George’s trip and the community conference felt that

thereby they too were represented in these important

visits to Washington officials.

May is the month when everywhere one expects to

see the world fresh and green. Winter in the

Friends Bulletin office has not been unusually

rigorous, but never has the sight of green stuff

been so eagerly anticipated. Can you rise to an-

other emergency ?

Friends Bulletin

714 W. California

Pasadena 2, Calif.

"at least a dollar"

Ed. Sanders
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PREPARATION FOR YEARLY MEETING —
INTERVISITATION

So many people have indicated that they want to

do a lot of visiting on their way to and from Seattle

this next August and our mail has been so full of

letters from places along the way asking to send

people to visit them, that it is a fair assumption

that intervisitation is one of the prime justifications

for all the work involved in arranging Yearly Meet-

ing sessions. But intervisitation, even more than

other activities of the Yearly Meeting, requires care-

ful and detailed planning in advance.

We would like to have you consider some of the

problems involved. First of all—simply getting

there ! There must be many individuals who are

eager to go to Seattle, but who are hesitating be-

cause they do not want to make the trip alone and

do not know of transportation available. Or there

are those with cars who hesitate because of the

cost involved and who would welcome additional

passengers on an expense sharing basis. The facili-

ties of the office of the Friends Bulletin (714
W. California, Pasadena 2, Calif.) are avai labia*, to

you to get these people together. We are even will-

ing to counsel on such knotty problems as what is

a fair share of the cost for all involved, or how
to satisfy the many varied desires for stop-overs

and visits which a car full of visiting Friends can

develop, or to supply you with interesting news of

people and projects to visit.

Secondly, we are eager to begin now to know of

those who are unable to attend, but who would
like to share in the Yearly Meeting by being visited

by Friends. Do you live on the way to Seattle? On
the way from where? We hope to have attenders

at the Pacific Yearly Meeting from Mexico City,

Manila and Honolulu and from Vancouver and
Victoria, from Tucson and San Diego—to mention
a few slightly separate points. There will be Friends

coming from the East and otherwheres, who will be

interested in visiting among Friends. Would you
like to be visited ? Could you provide over-night

hospitality for i, 2, 6, or 10 people? How about a

meal or two?

With such information localized concerning

visitors and visitee this office would be in a position

to be helpful in a number of ways. Obviously we
could help with the trip planning and with en-

livening the summer for those who stay at home.
But also we might be of help in the possible

development of small caravans from certain sections

who might make the trip together. We might co-

ordinate the accumulation of such caravans along the

way. For those who might want to make the coast-

long trip an educational one concerned with com-
munity-cooperative-folkschool concerns we can work
out material as helpful as the syllabus which guides

a class through some short seminar.

The purpose of this introductory preparation is to

discover your interest in such intervisitation. There
is little doubt that events by mid-summer will make
this venture to Seattle a project demanding no less

religious zeal and commitment than characterized

the ancient pilgrimage: let us make equally sure

that it lack none of the gayety and color which went
with the men and women of Canterbury.

Write now. What are your plans for going to

Seattle? What are your plans for those travelers

who will pass near your door en route? Are you
prepared for Yearly Meeting intervisitation?

SUMMER PROJECTS

In Tuba City, Arizona, July 2 to August 27, there will

be an A.F.S.C. work camp for 20 men and women to con-
struct hostel facilities for Navaho Indians who visit Tuba
City to transact business with the government or take a

sick person to the hospital or who visit a child in school.

These visitors have a choice of only the following over-

night accomodations; i) their own wagons; 2) an excava-
tion under a government building; 3) the hogan of a

Navaho family nearby which is usually full; 4) the local

jail. The Presbyterian Mission will provide plans and
materials as well as accommodations for the work campers.

For 7th, 8th, and 9th graders the A.F.S.C. Quaker
Meadow Camp in the high Sierras is scheduled for

August 6 to 17. This intercultural camp will accomodate

35 boys and 35 girls and will be directed by Lorine
Prochaska. For further information concerning this

camp and the above work camp write A.F.S.C., 426 N.
Raymond, Pasadena 3.

:I:

The annual A.F.S.C. Institute of International Relations

at Whittier College, July 2-1 1, will center on US-USSR
relations. Faculty thus far engaged includes Maynard
Krueger, Univ. Chicago; Milton Mayer, Great Books
Foundation; Ruth Benedict, Columbia Univ.; Bertram
Wolfe; Amiya Chakravarty, Univ. Calcutta; Kirby Page;

James Avery Joyce, World Unity Movement, London;
Valery Tereshtenko, UNRRA official in Russia through
August 1947; Samuel Levering, United World Federalists.

Many of these speakers will attend the other institutes

along the coast and further announcements may be made
next month.

^ ^ ^ >:*.

North Richmond, California will be the site, July 2

to August 27, for a community project sponsored by the

A.F.S.C. (1830 Sutter St., San Francisco, Calif.) to con-

struct much needed recreation equipment and to supple-

ment the shortage of playground leadership. Lying just

north of San Francisco this unincorporated community of

3500 Negroes, Mexicans and Indians has no schools and
virtually no recreation resources for the children who
attend Richmond schools in shifts.

^

Herschel Coffin, Dep't. of Philosophy and Psy-

chology at Whittier College, will direct a seminar on the

subject, "The Philosophy of Religion in Education," at

the Seattle Friends Center during the first term of the

Univ. of Washington summer session, June 21 to July

21. This is planned particularly for teachers, social workers

and others interestecl in education. For information write

to Joseph Silver (3959 Fifteenth Ave., N.E., Seattle 5,

Washington.)

Ralph and Lila Templin, former missionaries to India

and directors of the School of Living at Suffern, New
York are opening their own "School of Community
Living" near Yellow Springs, Ohio with a work camp
from July ii to 30. 'Fhe work camp is open to ten young
men and women.

:1: * .r; :i:

Students Concerned (Box 678. Palo Alto, Calif.) began

a two month training program April i at Camp Jones

Gulch, La Honda to prepare themselves for work and

leadership. Another session may start June i.
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DEAR SENATOR . . .

The Palo Alto Meeting has sent the following letter

written by its member, Arnold True, as an expression

of much thinking in that meeting.

Senator Alben W. Barkley

Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.

Dear Senator Barkley;

I am writing to you as a native citizen of Ken-
tucky and as a retired naval officer who has devoted

30 years to the military service of the U.S. to com-
mend you on the statesmanlike attitude that you have

displayed toward- many of our national problems.

In connection with the current crisis in world

affairs, it seems to me that the people of the U.S.

are suffering from a conflict of two opposing mental

attitudes. On the one hand, the hard materialistic

philosophy of the machine age goaids them to seek

security of mind and body by means of military

force and power—the survival of the fittest. On
the other hand the philosophy of Christianity, deeply

imbedded in the subconscious as an ideal, urges

them to feed their enemies, to help the weak, to

raise man as a whole to higher levels of stability

and security and freedom.

This conflict results in a foreign policy that is

inconsistent and continually wavering from one ex-

treme to the other; one day in materialistic action

covered by phrases from the Christian philosophy;

another day in Christian action covered by reasons

of materialism. The one course defeats the other.

I believe that there are two consistent courses

open to the U.S. One is the frankly imperialistic

imposition of a "Pax Americana” upon the world

by means of military and economic force. To pursue

that course we should adopt UMT, selective service,

and proceed to militarize the nation to the maxi-

mum without delay. The present crisis is sufficient

reason to proceed to destroy hostile nations and un-

seat unfriendly governments without hesitation, soft-

ness or sentiment. The course is logical, it is pos-

sible, and it has ample precedent. It would cost

less in lives than a vacillating and delaying policy.

We could take the initiative and keep it. Possibly

it is the safest course for us. The only objections

are the means; that it is the course recently chosen

by Germany; the course now being pursued by

Russia; that it is based on pure materialistic concepts

which are in direct opposition to the fundamental

ideals upon which what little we have of civili-

zation is based.

The second course requires courage and some
ri,sk. It consists in devoting our entire energies to

the establishment of law and order among nations

and peoples based on tolerance of ideas and freedom
of individuals. It means surrendering some of our

national sovereignty in order to abolish the anarchy

of nations now existing. Communism is an ideology.

The best way to combat an ideology is by means
of a better ideology ju.st as an army is conquered

by a better army. We are less strong and less

secure with UMT and selective service and a coal

strike on than we are without UMT and without

a coal strike. Without the support of the people,

communism will fold up of its own accord. People

support it because it offers them a fancied security

and a hope of a better life. If we can demonstrate

that democracy can produce more food with freedom
than communism can produce with dictatorship, the

people will support democracy. Let Russia, not

ourselves, founder with bearing the huge burdens

of a three million man army.

To follow this course we must conquer our fear

of Russia. There is no reason under the sun that

this country should fear anybody or any existing

political system unless that political system looks

better to the people than our own. We must also

cease to instil into the Russians fear of ourselves.

We must reconstitute the United Nations in a prac-

tical and workable form based on population and

economics and work toward the abolition of national

armaments in favor of a small world police force.

This second course is without precedent on a

world scale though it has a good one in our own
country. It involves risks, it demands positive,

courageous, imaginative, and consistent leadership

but it has the advantage of furthering and strength-

ening the subconscious ideals upon which our civili-

zation is founded and of affording that civilization

a chance to grow and develop.

I know that you have weighed these factors in

your considerations of foreign policy and write

only to assure you that you will have my support

and I believe the support of many others if you
decide to risk the second course.

Sincerely yours,

Arnold E. True, Rear Admiral, US Navy, Retired

MAINLY ABOUT PEOPLE

Bronson and Eleanor Clark and small daughter have
moved to Seattle where Bronson is secretary of the A.F.S C.

social section . . . Fifty-Seventh Street Meeting in Chicago
has welcomed Walker and Mary Sandback and their son

Larry (1211 E. 54th St., Chicago, 111 .) since Walker has

become manager of the Hyde Park Co-op near there . . .

Henry and Lucy Gillett (hi Banbury Rd., Oxford,
England) have sent a message of warm appreciation for

the friendship and hospitality of Friends everywhere as

they leave the United States to return home . . . Leo-
nore Goodenow, director of Scattergood School (West
Branch, Iowa) writes of need for personnel for next fall

with background of Friends' conviction and experience.

"The great need is for a capable man to act as boys’ spon-

sor and direct a sports program (not competitive sports,

but wholesome games.) There is also a great need for a

foreign language teacher; in addition, someone to teach

mathematics, science, social science, help teach English,

and shop Dave Dellinger, Ralph DiGia,
Bill Kuenning and several others have just edited the

first issue of Alternative (Box 827, Church St. Station,

New York 8, N.Y.) as the succeessor of Pacifica Vietes

(well known on the west coast) and Direct Action.

^ ^ ^

Births:

Waldron W., 3/26/4S, to Leslie and Muriel Spel-

man, Redlands.

Deirdre, 3/22/48, to Harry and Ina Wright, 526
E. Orange Grove Avenue, Pasadena.

Katharine, 4/24/48, to John and Ruth Walker,

Rte. 2, Box 59, Bloomington, California.
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LOYALTY

For some time we have had a statement at hand written

by a member of the Friends community in southern Cali-

fornia, who is also an employee of Los Angeles County.

This statement was given to the Loyalty Check Committee
in lieu of the asked-for affidavit. It is here printed as good
news at a time when such news seems to be dwindling.

* *

"This statement is submitted in lieu of the Oath and
Affidavit form transmitted to me on February 2, 1948.
I believe that in all fairness I should give my reasons for

not signing the original form:

1) It is my belief that the strength and security of

democracy lies in the freedom of expression of its people.

The suppression of thought eventually leads to the one-

party system, accompanied by "purges”. It is with great

regret that I view this first step being taken by our Los
Angeles County government. Regimentation and intimi-

dation are the methods of a totalitarian system, and in

contradiction to true democratic ideals. In all sincerity,

I ask, does Los Angeles County propose to control the

thought of its employees? Is there any element of duress

when employees say they think they will "go along with
the trend” rather than have their "bread and butter” threat-

ened ?

2) Much of the fine spirit and cooperation which now
exists among employees will disappear in a cloud of mis-

trust. It is natural that a whole chain of reaction will be
unleashed, whereby self-appointed "agents” will constantly

feel a self-appointed duty to give reports on all persons

with whom they disagree. In time this can result in mis-

trust of fellow employees and the lov/ering of morale to

the detriment of good government service.

3) Your committee has been instructed to determine

whether any County employee advocates the overthrow
of constitutional government by force or violence. In

regard to that point, I wish to state that I have always

rejected the philosophy of force or violence. This involves

a personal code of living which respects the dignity and
the worth of all human beings, and which seeks to

achieve progress by peaceful and evolutionary means. The
direction of my life's work has been, and will continue

to be, toward serving the interests of my community and
of humanity to the best of my ability. My past employers

have recognized this quality and purpose in my work,

and have commended it as being in the interest of the

employer and in the interest of society.

"The points outlined above are matters of conviction

which I cannot sign away. My action is taken in defense

of democratic principles of individual liberty, and rep-

resents the effort of one person to stem the tide of regi-

mentation and totalitarianism in America. I feel certain

that many responsible citizens of Los Angeles County will

stand up and be counted in support of this position.”

FAMILY QUERY

The Friends Intelligencer 4/3/48 contains a letter re-

garding the query on the home from Alice Way of

Orange Grove Meeting, Pasadena. She writes in part:

"We often speak of 'parent education,’ but in the families

within the Meeting, parents are aware in an intellectual

sense of the principles of kindness, forbearance, patience,

serenity and mutual respect. We need not so much to

learn, as to shorten the lag between our knowing and our

ability to practice that which we know. Wisely, the query

emphasized the means—worship, reading and recreation

—by which we keep a frame of reference for our actions.

"One of the things which impressed me at first about

the Society of Friends was a certain quality of personality

which I found associated with generations of Quaker
background even though the contemporary individual might
not then have been connected with Friends. It takes 'unto

the fourth and fifth generation' to build into the personality

those elements of confidence and serenity combined with
concern which we so value. Let not those of us wlio are

of the first, second or third generation of this process be

discouraged, but take a renewed patience and respect for

our task, the concern of building home life that is com-
pletely respectful of personality and centered in an atmos-
phere of worship.”

INDIAN CONFERENCE

Ferner Nuhn (Rte. i. Box 943 A, Tucson Arizona)
has written for the Tucson Friends Meeting and the Fel-

lowship of Reconciliation a report of an Indian Conference
from which the following paragraphs are taken:

"Arizona Indians had the opportunity to confer and
speak freely about their own problems at a conference
March 13 and 14 sponsored jointly by the Tucson Meet-
ing of Friends and the F.O.R. Some sixty Indians attend-

ed, representing the Navajo, Hopi, Papago, Pima, Mari-
copa, Yuma, Mohave and Yavapai tribes. Around 200
white people attended one session or more. The conference
took the form of panel discussions on health, education

and economic and legal problems. Discussions were led by
experts on Indian affairs, but all the speakers were Indians.

. . To the writer the most striking general point

to emerge was the desire expressed by all the Indians
there and put into very moving words by some—for find-

ing the way to put Arizona Indians on a full equal foot-

ing with white citizens, without either special privileges

or handicaps . . . Indians would like to get out of the

ward tutelage stage, and come to grips with modern
civilization in America on even terms with everybody
else though, as one tribal chairman expressed it to me,
it might be like throwing a child in the river to swim
or drown. The recent government program under John
Collier came in for rather severe words on these grounds
that it had tended to keep the Indian apart. In education

the one report of complete satisfaction came from the

tiny Yavapai tribe, which sends all its children to the

regular county schools.

".
. . Indian delegates were not divided’ on the right

to vote. All were strongly for it, though it was agreed
some older Indians feared it might bring more taxes . .-r

The common worship service Sunday morning was the

most impressive experience of the conference for those

who attended.

"Among the Indian leaders were Howard McKinley,
Navajo; Byron Adams and Carl Johnson, Hopi; Thomas
Segundo and Henry Throssell, Papago; Mr. and Mrs.
David A. Johnson, Sr., Roe Lewis and Burns French, of

the Pima and Maricopa tribes; Henry Chaipas and Louis

Johnson, Yuma; and Randall Booth, Mohave of Park.

Robert Bennett, Onieda Indian and member of the Na-
tional Indian Congress, summarized the conference in the

final session. Discussion leaders were Rev. David Clark,

Ft. Defiance, Arizona; Joseph Poncel, Sup’t. Tucson Indian

Training School; Alice Shoemaker, A.F.S.C. and Dr. Neal
D. Houghton, Political Science Department, Univ. of Ari-

zona. Dr. Earle H. Warner of the University was general

chairman. Ann Salyer, teacher at the Indian Training

School, was largely responsible for the planning and ar-

rangements as well as the original idea of the conference.”

INDIAN CHILDREN

Verna Loomis (538 N. Hoover Ave., Whittier, Calif.)

is directing a summer program’ which will arrange for

Navaho and Hopi Indian children to spend two weeks’

vacation in homes in the Los Angeles area. This interest-

ing adaptation of tlie Vermont Plan is sponsored by

various women’s clubs, but under the supervision of the

A.F.S.C. The plan includes boys and girls between the

ages of 10 and 14 who will be chosen on the basis of

their ability to adapt readily to such change in environ-

ment and thereby benefit most. A committee on the res-

ervations will select the children. Verna Loomis plans

to make a trip to the reservations in the near future to

make definite arrangements.
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OREGON ACREAGE

"W^e have recently heard from De Forest and Ruth
Stratton, (Box 232, Silver Lake, Oregon) who hold 880
acres in Oregon, of their desire to share this large amount
of property with people . . who cherish the incentive

of building a small community which will become in-

creasingly independent of war-minded, profit-ridden soci-

ety.” De Forest is a C.P.S. walk-out and Ruth was Ruth
Wolf of the early "anti-conscription” committee in

Southern California. Their land is located 8 miles from
Silver Lake, 80 miles from Bend, about 3V2 miles off the

state highway, borders on Fremont National Forest, large

sheep and cattle ranches, abundant game territory and is

in the center of one of the northwest’s most interesting

geologic areas. Of this large tract there are 100 acres of

excellent bottom land which yield 125 tons of hay and
could produce more as available water was developed

through an irrigation project. The water table for wells

is from 2 to 12 feet v/ith a spring which provides drink-

ing water from January through August. A lake of 35
acres provides ' sub-irrigation to the farm land. The ele-

vation of 4500 feet creates a short growing season for the

grains and hardier vegetables as frost comes early and

late. Housing is comparatively primitive but could provide

for another couple. An abundance of stone, sand and
gravel deposits with Jack pine and Ponderosa provides

building materials. Dairying and grazing of sheep, goats

and cattle are main items in the regional econom.y.

The nearest grade school is in Silver Lake and the dis-

trict sends high school children to the county seat, Lake-

view, 100 miles south and pays their board and room.

There is no little appeal in Ruth’s statement: "It is my
urgent desire to see this beautiful isolated valley populated

by a group of people who no longer find themselves happy
in an urban environment and would welcome the challenge

of living an extremely simple and rugged way of life.”

Unless this appeal receives some response they are going

to dispose of the property—unwillingly. They welcome
inquiries and suggestions.

FRIENDLY MEMORANDUM ON THE DRAFT

The following item, entitled "A Friendly Memorandum
on a New Selective Service Law” was sent to all meetings

in the California Yearly Meeting and those represented

in the Pacific Coast Association of Friends. It is dated

3/23/48.

"The undersigned, acting entirely unofficially, have met
and pooled their thought as to what our responsibilities

and problems may be when a new draft law is passed.

We invite you and your Meeting to join with us in this

thinking, to the end that we, the families of drafted men,

and the men themselves, may meet the situation with as

mature a point of view as possible, and in a way which
will bring to life, in our own day, the concern for peace

which has formed our peace testimony.

"We are certain that we must seek prayerfully for a

way; that counselling for both young and older Friends

will be needed; and we are prepared to join with you in

arranging for the counselling and in sharing fully with

younger Friends in whatever sacrifices may be involved.

"Now, in advance of the actual passage of a law, we
specifically propose that;

I. Each of you make or have made a careful survey of

your Meeting to determine the number of young men,

19 to 26 years of age, who will probably be affected,

and if possible, get an indication of what will be their

reaction to the draft. How many will refuse to regis-

COMMITMENT IN CHICAGO

—

(Continued jrom page i)

times by specific acts of resistance—the partial non-

payment of Federal taxes and the refusal to register

for war service—realising that protest alone can be
sterile, but that reinforced by dedicated living the

"no” itself becomes positive and creative.

Were we presumptuous in the task we set our-

selves? Is the whole peace movement deluding it-

self in believing that at this almost midnight hour
we dare still strive for peace in our time? Can a

tree rotten at the heart bear anything but bitter

fruit? In cold logic we would have to answer, there

is no hope. But God offers us something better than

logic. He offers us courage. We grope in twilight

and cannot pierce the greyness to discover whether
what lies beyond is the rising or the setting of the

sun. But we do believe that the power of God is

not limited by shortness of time. A miracle of heal-

ing is accomplished outside time and space, because

it is the eternal breaking in on time. If we desire

it with all our being we can be made whole, man-
kind can yet achieve one world.

And if we fail . . . and atomic war comes . . .

what then? "Be faithful,” cried the Spirit through

the mouth of John on the isle of Patmos nineteen

hundred years ago, "be faithful unto death, and I

will give you the crown of life.” God lives, and sur-

vives cosmic catastrophes, and because man is an

expression of God’s life he is unable finally to

destroy either his brother or himself.

—Winifred Rawlins

ter? How many will accept alternative service as

C.O.’s? Flow many will join the armed forces?

2. A special meeting of members be convened to become
acquainted with most recent developments and to de-

termine what individual and group response will be.

(Paul Johnson in the A.F.S.C. office in Pasadena has
volunteered to respond to requests for up-to-date in-

formation. )

3. A concerned person in each Meeting be appointed as

counsellor, or coordinator of counsellors, in order that,

as soon as actual details of the law are known, we may
meet to share our knowledge and plans.

"We will send you, when information is available, a

digest of the law as finally enacted, the demands upon
and options open to each individual, the penalties for

refusal to comply, etc. The swiftness with which the law

will take effect, however, is such that, if we are to have
clarity on this problem, thought should be given to it

now. We are hopeful that you will join with us in this

thinking, and that we may hear from you both your plans

and your suggestions as to how Friends may acceptably

work together on this problem. We would hope that

replies might be sent promptly either to:

H. Randolph Pyle, 530 N. Bright, Whittier, Calif, or
Edwin Sanders, 714 W. California, Pasadena, Calif.

'Very truly yours,

J. Herschel Coffin, H. Randolph Pyle, Roscoe Warren,
Paul B. Johnson, Edwin Sanders, John Wyse, W. O.
Mendenhall, Roy Van Deman.
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